Location:Caravonicao Kuranda,QLD Australia
Yearcompleted: 1995

Oneof Australia’smost successfuhature basedtourist attractions,
andthe world’s most environmentally sensitivecablewayproject
Extensiveplanningapprovals,feasibility studies& world’s best

S e i practiseconstructiontechniquesin World Heritagerainforest
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OVERVIEW

The family owned Skyrail was
conceived in 1987. It was
proposed that a 7.5 km long
cablewaythe longestin the world
at the time, be constructedin the
rainforest from Caravonica to
Kuranda. The developers were
committed to delivering an
environmentally sustainable
tourist attraction that allows a
unique interaction with the
rainforest in an environmentally
friendly way.

The process was arduous with

sevenyearsof extensiveplanning.

Communityresponsego the constructionof Skyraithroughthe BarronGorgeNationalParkandthe

newlylisted Wet TropicsWorld HeritageAreaquicklybecamepolarisedasbeingeither for or against
the project. Thecontroversyand political attention wasreported widely at the time.

After numerous studies and approval processesensuring the rainforest habitat would not be

threatened by the project, construction commencedin June 1994. The Skyrail project and
constructionrequired ‘world first’ constructiontechniqueswhich have helped placeit asthe most
environmentallysensitivecablewayprojectin the world.

Thecablewaywasoriginallyinstalledwith 47 gondolasgivingit a carryingcapacityof 300 peopleper
hour. A $2.5million upgradecompletedin May 1997increasedhe total numberof gondolasto 114
andincreasedhe carryingcapacityto 700 peopleper hour.

ThesuccessfuEuropeanGreeningof BusinesslourismAwardin the
‘Most EnvironmentallyConscioud/isitor Attraction’.

yecamethe first tourism attraction in the world to achievethe Platinum EarthCheck
nplacingit amongstthe world’s leading ecofriendly and environmentallysustainable
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In Australiain 2008and 2009Skyraireceivedthe QantasAwardfor Excellencén Sustainabl& ourism.
In2010Skyrailwasacceptednto the QueenslandantasAwardfor Excellencén Sustainabld ourism,
Hallof Fame.
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SITE

Skyrailpasseshroughthe BarronGorgeNationalParkandthe Wet TropicsWorld HeritageArea,the

latter beinglisted dueto its outstandinguniversal/globalvalue. TheWet Tropicsworld HeritageArea
has worldwide recognitionfor its spectacularscenery,ruggedtopographywith fastflowing rivers
etchedwith deepgorgesand cascadingvaterfallsand panoramasof undisturbedrainforestasfar as
the eye cansee.Stretchingfrom Cooktownto Townsvillein tropical north Queenslandthis areais a
livingmuseumof ancientplantandanimalspeciefound nowhereelsein the world. Wet TropicsWorld

HeritageAreaforestsare hometo manyrare andendangeredanimalspeciessomethat havechanged

verylittle since
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DESIGN

There are 32 towers in total. The highest
tower is40.5metres(133feet) high.

An
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MATERIALS

Themainstructuresare primarily built of steel,reinforcedconcreteand compositesteeland concrete
floors. Helicopterstransported900 tonnesof steel,cementand buildingmaterialsinto the RedPeak
Stationsite alone.

TheRedPeakstation wasoriginallyto
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WATERaNnd WASTE

Skyrails committedto usingminimalwater in its operationandto protectingthe World Heritage

valuesof the rainforestby eliminatingthe possibilityof harmfulliquid wasteenteringthe

rainforest.Initiativesto reducefreshwateruseandwastewatergenerationinclude:

X Monitoring water quality from stormwaterandtestingfor hydrocarbonand dieselasa part of
this process
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