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provide only limited services in other jurisdictions. And while a growing demand for



Only 17 per cent of those in the focus groups who reported being a victim of
discrimination sought legal advice. In PDQ\ FDVHV LW LV YLHZHG PRUH DV D pIDF# R1 QLIH] WKDQ
as an unlawful act that attracts a right of legal redress. Participants in the focus groups
FRPSODLQHG WKDW WKHUH ZHUH QR DYHQXHV DYDLODEOH WR VHHN (HJDO0 DGYLFH HYHQ RQ 3VPD00
#KLQJV” OLNH EHLQJ VHUYHd last when in a shop. Several expressed feelings of
SRZHUHVWQHW 3KHUH] V QRIKLQJ \RX FDQ GR” LQ WKH IDFH RI FRQVIDQI GLVFULPLQDILRQ

The capacity for ongoing, racist discrimination to provoke a response that can lead to
criminal law issues is cleal 3= LVFULPLQDHLRQ LV RQH RI IKRVH WKLQJV KDl becomes criminal
VIXII EHFDXVH ZH UHDFII”  $boriginal legal support workers Dubbo). Participants
SDUILFX0DUON QRIHG IIKDIW EHLQJ IIROG 3QRW HR ZRUU\ DERXI LI~ ZKHQ FRPSIDLQIV RI UDFLDO
discrimination were made exacerbated the problem for some people.



Access to stable housing of an acceptable standard is not only a human right, but lack of
it is a factor that can lead to criminal justice issues. Apart from anger directed at housing
authorities (but possibly projected elsewhere), over-crowding in housing is a risk factor
for sexual assault and domestic violence’. Over-crowding is worse in remote
communities where the average number of people per house is highest + for example in
Wadeye in the NT there were an average of 16 people per house. ®

There is also a direct correlation between poor access to housing and criminal offending.
A 1999 study by the National Crime Prevention initiative found that 72% of young
homeless people were on a corrective order and 44% had been in a penal facility or
institution at some time®. There is consistent evidence that homeless young people break
the law more than other young people, for example stealing for food or breaking into
premises for somewhere to sleep™.

Further, lack of suitable accommodation for people coming out of prison has been found
to be a significant factor in likelihood of reoffending™. Conversely, stable housing can












