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The reasons for this decline in public levels of trust in institutions are complex but the consequence is that 
we no longer look to such institutions for moral leadership. όCƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ Ψ!ƭƭ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎƛŀƴǎ ƭƛŜΩ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŎƻƳŜ 
part of our folk wisdom.) 
 
Another factor contributing to the erosion of our moral confidence is that the moral universe we inhabit is 
a more complex and challenging place than it used to be. We are being called upon to make more moral 
choices ς more decisions with ethical dimensions ς ǘƘŀƴ ƻǳǊ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŀƴŘǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŜǾŜǊ 
did. In a sexually permissive society, we are making many more decisions about sexual behaviour. With 
about 40 per cent of contemporary marriages destined to end in divorce, we are making more frequent 
decisions about entering and leaving intimate relationships. But we are also being called upon to respond 
to some of the developments on the frontiers of medical science and technology ς especially 
biotechnology. Last year, for instance, we were caught up in a national debate about the morality of 
embryonic stem cell research. There is no doubt that human cloning will be perfected in our lifetimes, and 
that will throw up a fresh set of moral questions about the meaning of human life and the ethics of 
reproduction. As medical science finds ways to keep us alive for longer, issues around the concept of 
voluntary and involuntary euthanasia will increasingly preoccupy those responsible for the care of the 
elderly. 
 
Even war is now subject to new moral imperatives. We have been asked to accept that the so-called ΨǿŀǊ 
ƻƴ ǘŜǊǊƻǊΩ ƻǇŜǊŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ƳƻǊŀƭ ŦǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǊ previous understanding of war. The 
invasion of Iraq, for example, was not to be regarded as a conventional military invasion, nor were the 
conflicts and casualties to be interpreted in the light of traditional war. This meant that prisoners were not 
to be regarded as prisoners of war, and therefore not subject ǘƻ ǘƘŜ DŜƴŜǾŀ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴǎ Χ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƭŜŘ ǘƻ 
the phenomenon of Guantanamo Bay. 
 
So, at the very time when fresh moral challenges are facing us, we are losing our faith in the authority of 
traditional institutions to guide us. But I doubt whether that is the most significant explanation of our 
sense of declining moral confidence and loss of moral clarity. What is perhaps not always appreciated is 
that the two concerns that I mentioned at the outset ς concern for the loss of community, and concern for 
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 We need to attend to the problem of urban design, so that we create spaces in which 
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