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Expectations of research supervision 

Overview	
  
This	
  document	
  outlines	
  some	
  views	
  I	
  have	
  about	
  research	
  supervision	
  which	
  I	
  thought	
  might	
  
be	
  helpful	
  as	
  a	
  basis	
  for	
  developing	
  mutual	
  expectations	
  of	
  the	
  supervisory	
  relationship.	
  It’s	
  
intended	
  for	
  current	
  and	
  potential	
  candidates	
  so	
  that	
  they	
  know	
  what	
  they	
  are	
  getting	
  into	
  (or	
  
choosing	
  to	
  avoid).	
  	
  

General	
  Issues
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• Become	
  aware	
  of	
  the	
  key	
  players	
  in	
  your	
  research	
  area	
  and	
  reading	
  the	
  principal	
  works	
  
• Identify	
  the	
  key	
  issues	
  in	
  your	
  research	
  area;	
  and	
  
• Write	
  your	
  literature	
  review.	
  

 
You	
  should	
  also	
  use	
  this	
  time	
  to	
  take	
  short-­‐term	
  courses	
  to	
  fill	
  in	
  gaps	
  in	
  your	
  knowledge,	
  
whether	
  they	
  be	
  in	
  writing,	
  data	
  base	
  searching,	
  using	
  Word	
  and	
  Endnote,	
  or	
  getting	
  to	
  grips	
  
with	
  the	
  general	
  field.	
  The	
  ANU	
  has	
  a	
  rich	
  array	
  of	
  workshops	
  and	
  support	
  and	
  my	
  expectation	
  
is	
  that	
  you	
  would	
  access	
  these	
  as	
  you	
  determine	
  or	
  as	
  one	
  of	
  you	
  panel	
  members	
  suggests.	
  

Months	
  10-­‐16	
  (P/T)	
  or	
  7-­‐12	
  (F/T):	
  The	
  Thesis	
  Proposal	
  
The	
  main	
  goals	
  of	
  this	
  stage	
  are:	
  	
  

• Enrol	
  in	
  the	
  other	
  compulsory	
  courses	
  
• Identify	
  your	
  research	
  questions/	
  hypotheses	
  you	
  will	
  explore;	
  
• Work	
  out	
  in	
  broad	
  terms	
  how	
  you	
  will	
  approach	
  addressing	
  these	
  questions;	
  	
  
• Write	
  this	
  up	
  as	
  a	
  plan	
  for	
  your	
  research.	
  

Meanwhile,	
  you	
  may	
  still	
  be	
  taking	
  short-­‐term	
  courses	
  to	
  fill	
  in	
  gaps	
  in	
  your	
  knowledge.	
  

It	
  is	
  during	
  this	
  stage	
  that	
  you	
  will	
  be	
  doing	
  your	
  Thesis	
  Proposal	
  Review	
  (TPR).	
  This	
  is	
  a	
  formal	
  
requirement	
  of	
  the	
  ANU	
  where	
  you	
  present	
  approximately	
  30-­‐40	
  pages	
  of	
  written	
  work	
  from	
  
the	
  past	
  months	
  and	
  a	
  seminar	
  to	
  staff	
  and	
  fellow	
  candidates.	
  

Months	
  17-­‐40	
  (P/T)	
  or	
  13-­‐24	
  (F/T):	
  	
  The	
  Research	
  	
  
The	
  main	
  purpose	
  of	
  this	
  phase	
  is	
  to	
  explore	
  the	
  research	
  questions/hypotheses/problems	
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you	
  revising	
  the	
  text	
  to	
  make	
  it	
  appropriate	
  for	
  academic	
  publication.	
  Your	
  papers	
  might	
  be	
  co-­‐
authored	
  with	
  one	
  or	
  other	
  of	
  your	
  supervisors,	
  or	
  both,	
  	
  but	
  that	
  will	
  be	
  negotiated	
  early	
  on.	
  

06>2$%1-$#.'-1,/&-4'
I	
  expect	
  that	
  each	
  candidate	
  working	
  with	
  me	
  will	
  present	
  to	
  at	
  least	
  one	
  national	
  and	
  
(hopefully)	
  one	
  international	
  conference,	
  and	
  submit	
  at	
  least	
  two	
  manuscripts	
  to	
  ranked	
  
journals.	
  In	
  the	
  field	
  of	
  Education	
  it	
  is	
  normal	
  to	
  present	
  work	
  at	
  a	
  conference,	
  seek	
  feedback,	
  
and	
  then	
  rework	
  for	
  publication.	
  

I	
  will	
  help	
  you	
  identify	
  suitable	
  conferences	
  but	
  I	
  also	
  expect	
  that	
  you	
  will	
  keep	
  your	
  eyes	
  and	
  
ears	
  open	
  for	
  opportunities.	
  It	
  is	
  important	
  to	
  keep	
  in	
  mind	
  that	
  many	
  conferences	
  have	
  a	
  


