Location:Atherton Rd,Malanda, QLD Australia
Yearof completion: 2007

x vegllizwgindigenousstoriesof the seven

sisterswhilst nestlingup to the pristine rainforest

OVERVIEW

The MalandaFallsVisitor Centre was establishedin 1996 by a team of enthusiasticand
passionatdocals.Theirdreamwasto provide a placeto help visitorsand schoolchildren
understandand appreciatethis uniquerainforestenvironment.

On 24th April 2010, the Malanda Falls Visitor Centre was destroyed by fire. It was a
devastatingolow to the staffandvolunteers.Allthe originaldisplaysandmanyirreplaceable
artefactswere destroyed.

After the fire, TablelandsRegionalCouncilworked with volunteersand the communityto
rebuild the ty m
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PLANNINGNDMANAGEMENT

The centre is a new and upgraded interpretive educational facility for the Atherton
TablelandsThisproject makesfor a unique building prototype in that it is costeffective,
modularin its constructionand transportable but the designis bespokein its detail layout
andin its externalconbguration.

Publicconsultationduring the designdevelopmentworkshopsensuredthe delivery of a
buildingthat hadrealinput from all stakeholders.

Innovation and new solutionsto the problemsof living with climate changein the 21st
century are delivered by integrating the expertise of allied disciplines,in particular the
hydraulic and structural

engineeringwhich not only i

facilitated the advanced

sustainabilityinitiatives but

also the practical

requirements o —————
withstanding annual L R P

cyclonicweatherevents.

Theproject wasdeveloped £
and procured through an
intensive value
management process,
resulting in a highly costr =
effectivesolutionfor afully
functional,exemplarpublic
buildingprototype.

SITE
Thecentrehasaroadsidelocationon a busyhighwayleadinginto the town of Malanda.The
siteis controlledby the QueenslandsovernmentDepartmentof Transportand Main Roads.
Dueto the nature of the tenure iswasa requirementthat the buildingbe transportable.
T— 4 Thesite is part of major road
setbacksleading towards the
public car parking for the
Malanda Falls Conservation
Parkandrecreationareaandis
already cleared from
vegetation.

The site slopesfrom west to
| east and stepped concrete
footings and slab form the
mainbaseof the building.
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DESIGN

Thebuildingdesignrepresentsare think andnewdirectionfor tropicalarchitecture,moving
awayfrom the conventionabuildingvernaculargoward new andprogressivesolutionsthat
canbe applied
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Theroof is a light colouredsteel sheetingand the cavityis ventilated through large vents
situatedon the northern elevationfascia.

Much of the external wall cladding is
extrudedaluminiumsheetwith a decorative
profile that islonglastingin the tropics,does
not require painting and is easyto keep
clean.

The external wall claddingto the western
elevationthat receivesthe full hot summer
afternoon sun is light coloured colorbond
steelsheeting.

Thesoffits and fascia’sare clad with fibre cementsheeting,a durableand locallyavailable
material.

The deckingis a reconstituted timber
andrecycledplasticproductthat isfully
recyclableltisverydurablein atropical
climateandrequireslittle maintenance.

Extensivesolartinting treatmentshave
been applied to all glazingto reduce
heat and UV light, which is important
for the preservationof artefacts.

ENERGY

The centre is located in a
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WATERANDWASTE

Theprojectfeaturesstormwaterharvestinganksfor non potableusesandlow water usage
plumbingfixturesandfittings.

OWNERS/USERSATEMENT

“Byworkingcloselywith all membersof the userandclientgroupswe were ableto achieve
unanimouscounciland publicsupportfor what is a challengingandinnovativearchitectural
proposal.Now that | seeit linkedto Country,l think it is beautiful. It is a buildingto make
peoplestop.”" EvaMorta, Ngadjonji representativefrom the Choorechillum

PROJECITEAM

Basebuildingarchitect/ designer:CharlesNright Architects
Civil& structuralengineer:G&AConsultants
Service€ngineerGHD
ProjectManager:CharlesNright Architects
ESDConsultantGHD

EnergyEfficiencyrating consultant:BradPinches
OtherconsultantsCMRMydraulicConsultants.
Builder:HutchinsorBuilders

Photographsourtesyof PatrickBinghamHall
Photosof ramp,ventsandwesternwall: EmmaThirkell

Formore information visit: www.jcu.edu.au/tsd
www.greenbuild.com.au



