
T h e  Glass  House
Proje c t   type:   R e s i d e n t i a l   

 
Locatio n:  Edge  Hill,  Cairns   QLD,  Australi a   
Year  c o m p l e t e d:  2 0 1 3  
 
�   An  ic onic  m o derni s t   pavili on   wi thin  a   wet  t r o p i c a l   setting  

�a �
typical �subur ban �context � within �our �t ropical �c i t i e s.  
 
PLANNING  AND  MANAGEMENT  潰灯牴甀渀椀琀礀�to �s u c c e s s f ully �r e Ͳ p r e s ent �an �iconic �

modernist �p a v ilion �w i t h in �a �w e t �t ropical �setting, �
v i s i ble �f rom � t h e �s t r e e t �a s �a �distinct �alternative �and �new �suburban �t y pology. �
�
The �p rocess �s t r i v e s �for �innovation �and �new �solutions �to �the �problems �of �living �with �climate �ch ange �
in � t h e �21st � c entury. �Integration �of � allied � disci plines � w a s � c r i t i cal � to � the � s u c c e s s f ul � d elivery �of � the �
v i s ion � for � the �
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MATERIALS   
 
Materials �a r e �all � honestly � e x p r e s s e d �and �t h e �d e t a iling �and �junction �be tween �s u r f a c e s �i s �a b solutely �
clean, �r e q u i r ing �g enuine �a t t ention �to � de tail �by �the �b uilding �contra c tor. �
�
ENERGY  
 
The � home � i s � c a r bon �neutr al � in �operation. �All� energy � i s � r enewable, � p rovided � by � the �large � 4.8 �kWh �
p hotovoltaic � and � inverter � a r r a y � w i t h � f eed Ͳ ba ck � to � the � power � g r i d, � off Ͳ setting � the � u s e � of � a i r Ͳ
conditioning � and �LED �lighting. �
 
WATER  AND   WASTE  
�
The � entire � roof � a r e a � i s � harvested � into � a � 4 5,000� litre � in Ͳ g round � w a t e r � tank � integra t ed � w i t h � th e �
h y d r a ulic � s y s t ems � for � u s e r � control � over � d i v e r s ion � between � i r r i g a t ion � and � other � nonͲ potable �
operations. �
�
O W NERS/USERS  S TATEMENT  
�
� T h e �Glass �House � i s � a � complex � i dea �of � e x c e p t ional � e x e c u t ion. �It�melds � p rogram � re quirements � for �
a c c e s s i b ility �and �s u s t a inability �with �modern �d e s i gn �principles �in �a �c h allenging �t ropical �environment. �
The � e x p e r i ence �of � the � house � i s � s imple � and � beautif ul � and � b elies � th e � complexity �of � thought, � d e s i gn �
and � construction � t h a t �made � i t. �It�makes � you � a sk � yourself � �How �much � house � do � w e � r e ally �need � to �
live �comforta bly �in �th e �T ropics�?� �Dr �Shaneen �Fantin �
�
More � of �


